

















A great focal point is the long suspension bridge and
high trestle going across a miniature version of
Colorado’s Royal Gorge. It’s quite a sight to view!

Both spans are so high that a plane can fly under them!
In scale terms, the height of the two spans is more than
2,300 feet above the base of the canyon!

And, just to put some perspective on the immense
size of this area of the layout for you, here’s Seth
sitting at the edge of Royal Gorge. The layout is
constructed of plaster (9,000 pounds of plaster!) over an
1/8" hardware cloth.

Just as on a real railroad, much of the traffic is freight
hauling. This scene shows the “docks™ area where ore
cars transfer their load to ships below.

And, with all the heavy traffic on this pike, there might
be an occasional accident or two. Here's a Bucyrus Erie
Crane equipped crew removing several cars from an area
where the tracks have washed out.

Seth and Peggy Giem are looking forward to
welcoming and seeing many LCCAer’s as they come to
visit and view their Train Barn this July.

All in all, this year’s LCCA Convention will have
something for everyone and promises to be another fun-
filled, family-oriented one! (Be sure to check out the
LCCA’s Mascot with his appropriate attire on the back
cover for some more hints of what all’s in store at the
Banquet!)

For your convenience a 2 part Pre-Registration Form
is on the next two pages (8 & 9). If you haven’t already
sent your’s in, do so now to get in on all the events of
your choice. Come join with us as we celebrate “A
Grand Twenty-Six in Ninety-Six”.

Mike and Joan Valentine,
1996 LCCA Convention Host & Hostess

The Lion Roars
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After this unique, but apparently short lived, offering,
Lionel waited many years to tap the military field again.
But in 1958, atomic waste and Marine Corps vehicles
appeared on flat cars. Then the following year, Lionel
really went to town with IRBMs, mobile missile

The Lion Roars

launchers (yes, the 44 I bought), helicopters, exploding
boxcars, in fact, a whole exploding line, many of which
are now highly desirable. But for a cannon, you had to
wait until about 1964 for the uncatalogued 6651 USMC
cannon car. This, too, is a rather unique piece. The only
other cannon was the even more rare 3666 Minuteman
cannon car, which has the same mechanism in a split roof
box car first used in the 3665 Minuteman IRBM car. But
to return to the 6651, it has great play value. Like the
similar, and much more common IRBM cars, it can
traverse 360 degrees. See photo 4 for the 6651. It fires a
small wooden shell (probably a no-no for a toy today),
which goes farther than anything else Lionel made. If you
can find a 943 Exploding Ammo Dump to aim at, it can
hit it from an impressive distance!

Unlike the 203, this car has historical precedents. Many
armies, at least as far back as the Civil War, utilized some
form of cannon car, up to giant rail guns firing 14" shells.
The Germans even built a few 80 centimeter rail guns -
that’s over 30 inches! I have seen a picture of a German
soldier inside the barrel of a rail gun. I presume it wasn’t
loaded!

Obviously, with the weight and stress of firing, plus
clearance considerations, most rail guns were on
depressed center, very heavily built flat cars, often riding
on six or eight wheeled trucks, or more than two trucks,
like the 6815 transformer car. Consequently, I had to do
a bit of digging around to find a near prototype for the
6651. While there were many very big guns, as noted
above, there were also many smaller rail guns. One of
these was the closest match I can find for the 6651. It is
a British Mark 10 gun. It was 9.2" gun, mounted on a 46
foot, 1@inch, flat car with a very slightly depressed center.
It had two six wheel trucks. The 6651 is on a 40 foot flat
with two four wheel trucks. It also has about a 17 inch
gun, so that’s about twice the size.

Not exactly right on, but really about as close to scale
as lots of other things Lionel has done. And like I said,
lots of play value, if OSHA (Occupational Safety and
Health Act) doesn’t catch you. So if you want something
different, or perhaps something for your railroad to use
to eliminate those competing trucks, look for a 6651!

Ken Morgan, RM #12231,
Williston Park, New York

For further reading, in addition to Railways and War
Before 1918, the same authors also wrote Railways and
War Since 1917. Others include Rail Gun by J. Batchelor
and 1. Hogg, which has great drawings, some in full HO
scale, and German Railroad Guns in Action by J.
Engelmann which is probably the easiest to find.
(Available in many hobby stores, it was published by
Squadron Publications.)
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Our Mascot will don some festive attire and “present”
a special gift to everyone who attends this year’s Banquet!



